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Governor Baker Nominates David M. Hodge of Holyoke as Associate Justice of the 
Superior Court 
  
BOSTON – Today, Governor Charlie Baker announced the nomination of Attorney David M. Hodge of 
Holyoke to the position of Associate Justice of the Superior Court. Attorney Hodge has practiced law for 
36 years in the public and private sectors. 
  
“Attorney Hodge’s years of work in both private practice and as a public defender have well-prepared 
him for a position on the Superior Court,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “I am pleased to nominate this 
capable candidate and submit his name to Governor’s Council for their advice and consent.” 
  
“His decades representing clients in civil and criminal cases make Attorney Hodge a qualified candidate 
to serve the Commonwealth,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “If confirmed, I am confident 
that he will treat all parties with fairness.” 
  
The Massachusetts Superior Court is a statewide court of general jurisdiction - handling both criminal 
and civil actions. The court’s 82 justices sit in 20 courthouses in all 14 counties of the Commonwealth. 
The court has exclusive original jurisdiction of first degree murder cases and original jurisdiction of all 
other crimes. 
  
For more information about the Superior Court, visit their homepage. 
  
Judicial nominations are subject to the advice and consent of the Governor’s Council. Applicants for 
judicial openings are reviewed by the Judicial Nominating Commission (JNC) and recommended to the 
governor. Governor Baker established the JNC in February 2015 pursuant to Executive Order 558, a 
non-partisan, non-political Commission composed of volunteers from a cross-section of the 
Commonwealth's diverse population to screen judicial applications. Twenty-one members were later 
appointed to the JNC in April 2015. 
  
About David M. Hodge: 
  
Attorney David M. Hodge has worked in criminal defense and civil litigation at Marien & Hodge, P.C. 
since 1998. In this role, Attorney Hodge handles civil cases from discrimination and personal injury to 
workers compensation and landlord/tenant disputes, in addition to criminal defense cases. Attorney 
Hodge began his legal career in 1983 as a public defender through the Committee for Public Counsel 
Services for defendants facing major felony charges in Hampden and Hampshire Counties. He then 
joined Hegarty, Marien, Battista & Hodge in 1989 as a partner working in civil litigation, before 
departing the firm in 1997. Attorney Hodge is a member of the Massachusetts and Hampden County 
Bar Associations, as well as the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys and the Massachusetts 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. He has been director of the Alden Credit Union since 1998 and 
its chairperson since 2012. Additionally, he was a member of the Town of East Longmeadow’s 
Appropriations and Finance Committee from 2001 to 2008, serving as its chairperson in 2004. Attorney 
Hodge has been a Legal Member of the Superior Court’s Medical Malpractice Tribunal since 2013, and a 
board member of the Hampden County Bar Association since 2016. He has also served as a guest 
lecturer at a number of law schools in Massachusetts, as well as a judge in moot court and mock trial 
competitions. Attorney Hodge earned his B.A. in Political Science from Saint Anselm College in 1979 and 
J.D. from New England School of Law in 1982. 
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